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UNHEARD RMALR VOCEN IN GUSN KAMNAD'S VAVATI 

AN t pywght, poe, etor, erte und trunwlatoe eh Airnt Aokt unique Nxiti n0t only in lnda but ulso n the wwtd WA Mtstunting trumette pentus wwl out Ngnfemto st n his mtive langwge Kunnt t rvtuln the thiity f hiN texts, ent luter on he htmsel! trunNlutex them in 
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yish that eurmN hin a subtle global rengnitton n hiN wrtigN is Nrned makes ertistie uve of myth, xymbok, metaphorx ond olkloristie devices fo depteting the complexities of human behaviour and elattonshlps withtn the famila In his first pl¡y Yayeti (1961) Karmd has used myth not only o fiddle with contemprury social and morul ixsuex and to reveal the cultural ialecties of lndiu's past but ulso to converse with the poblems of human belngs 
as whole resent pper intends to feus on the unheurd female volees n Karnad's play Yayatl. KEYWORDS: Female Iyche, Hushed, Suppressecd, Myth, Pulklure 

of the play. 

NARAIN'S 

Many playwrlghts have dealt with the contenaporary rollgioun, politlcal, and voclat lamres 
through mythological themes and characters ln lndlan Knglish Dram. About which Nand Kum 
remarks: "Thelr sources and approaches may be different but all of them alm at solving materl anet 
moral problems through myths, acqualnttng the West with our rich cultural herttage and traditlons, and 
populartzing IndBan drama tn lndla as well as abroad." (Indlan Bnglsh Drama, 208) So far as the myth of 
Yayati is concorned, Glrish Karnad was grvatly fascinated by this character of Mahabharata. In an 
interview, he says: 

I was excited by the story of Yayatt, this exchange of ages between the father and the son, which 
seemed to me terribly powerful and terribly modern. At the same time, I was roading a lot of Sartre and 
the Exlstentialists. This conslstent harping on responsiblity which the Bxistentlallsts indulge in 
suddenly seemed to link up with the story of Yayati. (Paul, Ralender: 1971) 
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VAYATI 

Beside the main myth, around which the whole plot rotates out, there is another myth woven 
within, that ls the myth of Devyani and Kacha, a Brahmin boy who came to Shukractharya for learning 
the art of 'Sanjeevani Vidya' Devyanl's proposal of marrlage was refused by him saying that he is like 
her brother who was brought up In her family. The refusal made Devyanl furtous so she cursed hlm that 
he would not be able to use the knowledge of 'Sanjeevani Vidya' In future. In return, Kacha cursed her 
never to get married with a Brahmin. It is this myth which extends the structural meanings to the plot 
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